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CONFIDENTIAL KHARTOUM 2421 

ADDIS FOR ASST SECY NEWSOM 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, SU 
SUB J : BSO TERRORIST TRIAL 

1. DEPARTING BRITISH AMBASSADOR ETHERINGTON-SMITH TELLS 
ME HE TOOK ADVANTAGE FAREWELL CALL ON ACTING FONMIN 
MUSA NOV 8 TO INQUIRE ON PERSONAL BASIS RE STATUS 
TERRORIST TRIAL AND EXPRESS HOPE JUSTICE WOULD BE DONE. 

MUSA INDICATED TO HIM, AS HE HAD TO ME (KHARTOUM 2387), 

THAT MAGISTERIAL INQUIRY MIGHT BE POSTPONED BEYOND 
NOV 13 THOUGH TRIAL WOULD IN DUE COURSE BE HELD. 
ETHERINGTON-SMITH ASKED WHETHER POSTPONEMENT INQUIRY 
MIGHT NOT DISTURB AMERICANS, TO WHICH MUSA REJOINED THAT 
AMERICANS "UNDERSTAND OUR PROBLEMS".I THANKED ETHERINGTON- 
SMITH FOR HIS INITIATIVE ON MATTER AND SAID WE HAD, OF COURSE, 
CONTINUED MAKE PLAIN TO GOS THAT WE ATTACH GREAT 
IMPORTANCE SEEING SUDANESE JUSTICE DONE PROMPTLY. 

2. BELGIAN CHARGE HAS MEANWHILE INFORMED US HE 
APPROACHED MFA UNDER INSTRUCTIONS SEEKING CONFIRMA- 
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2318). HE RECEIVED ORAL RESPONSE FROM MFA UNDERSEC 
ALONG SAME LINES WE DID. I.E., RELEASE GRANTED ON 
BASIS INSUFFICENT EVIDENCE. UNDERSEC INDICATED 
FURTHER POSTPONEMENT MAGISTERIAL INQUIRY A POSSIBILITY, 

BUT REITERATED AGAIN THAT CRIME WAS "CLEAR" AND TRIAL 
WOULD BE HELD. 

3. EMB ATTORNEY INFORMS US MAGISTRATE CURRENTLY 
EXPECTS INQUIRY TO BE HELD NOV 13, BUT DEFENSE MAY 
REQUEST POSTPONEMENT ON GROUND NUMBER OF DEFEND- 
ANTS (INCLUDING BARASS PRES MIRGHANI AL-NASRI) 

STILL IMPRISONED. HOWEVER, ATTORNEY AND WE AGREE 
CURRENT INTERNATIONAL SITUATION (CEASEFIRE, RESUMPTION 
US -EGYPTIAN RELATIONS, FRENETIC DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY, 

ETC.) IS FAVORABLE ENVIRONMENT FOR GOS TO PROCEED. 
ATTORNEY SAID PREVIOUSLY REPORTED LEGAL EFFORT TO RELEASE 
THE EIGHT MURDERS HAS BECOME "STILLBORN". HE ALSO 

SAID SUDANESE LEGAL PROFESSION HAD COMPLAINED 
THAT PALESTINIANS HAD BEEN PERMITTED CREATE 
POLITICAL DISRUPTION (CHEERS, ETC.) AT LAST SESSION AND 
BEEN ASSURED IT WOULD NOT RECUR. 

4. EMB MAKING ARRANGEMENTS TO OBSERVE MAGISTERIAL SESSION 
ON DISCREET BASIS AS IN PAST. 

BREWER 
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